Dr. GRAHAM LITTLE reminded members that he had shown a very similar case of chronic hypertrophy of both lips in a young man at a recent meeting of the Section.' In that case the Wassermann reaction had been negative.
The teeth, which had been in a very septic condition, had been removed since the case was shown, and the improvement resulting from this measure alone had been remarkable.
Dr. WHITFIELD said he had had a case which was treated with salvarsan by Dr. McIntosh. The lip was a very big one, and the patient was dying of syphilis. His lip was now so much reduced in size that it hardly looked abnormal. It had been said that mercury failed to cure these conditions, yet he believed it was somewhat beneficial; unfortunately, mercury, while combating the syphilis, acted as an irritant to the buccal mucosa. Hence the benefit was largely counteracted. In the present case, if the patient's teeth were removed, and mercury given, he thought there would be much benefit to the lip. When even one bad tooth remained there was gingivitis, and an increase in the elephantiasis.
Dr. GRAY said he could bear out what Dr; Sequeira had said, as he had a patient of the same kind, and got much the same result. In his case there was also some residual swelling and some scarring round the lip which might account for the incomplete disappearance of the oedema.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. J. J. Pringle) also agreed as to the efficacy of salvarsan. He recently had a similar case in which an enormous hypertrophy of the upper and lower lips had been reduced practically to normal size by three injections of salvarsan. He did not think that radium would be found necessary even as an adjuvant. I Proceedings, p. 5.
Case of X-ray Dermatitis. By T. P. BEDDOES, F.R.C.S. L. S., MALE, aged 37. The patient began X-ray work in 1898.
He went to South Africa in 1900 and, four weeks after landing, vesicles formed on the hands, but work was continued until March, 1902, eleven years and nine months ago. A callosity on the left index-finger became prominent in 1911, and an ulcer formed. The special interest in the case was that the patient now required active treatment after having definitely, on account of an attack of typhoid fever, given up X-ray work eleven years ago.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. SEQUEIRA recalled a case recently published by Darier, the patient having had a supposed mammary carcinoma. Twelve years ago she had thirty exposures to X-rays, each of fifteen minutes' duration. At the end of the course she had slight dermatitis at the site of the X-ray treatment. That cleared up, and she had no symptoms for eleven years and seven months. She was now under Dr. Darier's care with an X-ray ulcer which was quite characteristic. He suggested excision of the ulcer and grafting in the present case.
Dr. WHITFIELD said that a case had been sent to him in which the patient had a needle in the foot twelve years ago, at which date X-ray technique was not what it was now. The rays were used a good deal to find the needle, but always without effect. At that time the patient had a fairly large burn caused by the rays, which ulcerated in the centre and then healed. It remained healed until last year, and then broke down, causing agonizing pain. He advised excision, and this was done by Mr. Mower White, who left the ulcer dressed for about a week before skin-grafting. The nmoment it was excised, although a raw surface was left, the pain disappeared, and when grafting was done it healed nicely. He strongly agreed with Dr. Sequeira's advice regarding excision.
Dr. ADAMSON said this case was important because it showed that an epithelioma might arise from an X-ray scar the result of an acute dermatitis of mild form and long after exposure to X-rays had ceased. It was formerly taught that X-ray cancer arose from the stimulation of the epithelium by repeated small doses of X-rays. The speaker had disputed this theory in a report upon X-ray dermatitis published in the St. Bartholomew's Hospital Reports for 1909 in conjunction with Dr. Lewis Jones and Mr. Rawlings. Repeated and long-continued applications of X-rays were not essential for the production of malignant epithelioma. Malignant epithelioma might arise upon a scar the result of a dermatitis from a single dose of X-rays. These growths were due to the irregular proliferation of the epithelium, not as the immediate result of any stimulating action of the rays, but as a consequence of the disturbance of the normal relationships or balance between the epidermis and the corium which occurred in the scar of an X-ray burn. It was analogous to the disturbance of balance present in the scar from sunburn and to a less degree in scars from any cause, which might also lead to irregular proliferation of the epithelium in the form of warty growths. He fully agreed with the advice to excise the growth at the earliest opportunity.
Dr. GRAHAM LITTLE said that he had seen at Darier's clinic the case of retarded development of epithelioma after X-ray treatment to which Dr. Sequeira had referred, and Dr. Darier had on that occasion referred to another case like Dr. Whitfield's, namely, the development of epithelioma after a skiagram had been taken of a foot in which a needle had become accidentally embedded.
Dr. NORMAN MEACHEN reminded members of a case he showed at the International Congress of Medicine in August, the patient being a boy who had had enlarged glands in the neck, and was treated with X-rays five years ago. He came with a superficial ulceration, and very marked X-ray dermatitis, which agreed with the cases which Darier termed " delayed radio-dermatitis." He (Dr. Meachen) had a similar case recently in a young man, a musician, who had had X-rays applied for tinea. There was a patch of baldness remaining, and on that was a shallow, very indolent, slowly healing ulcer. The last application of the X-rays was seven years ago.
Dr. KENNETH WILLS said a point of interest might be the treatment which led to the ulceration. This present patient said he saw a wart and treated it badly, cutting it off once or twice with a razor, and knocking it about a good deal by handling nuts and spanners in connexion with his motor bicycle. This case came home to one when personally suffering from warts following the application of X-rays. He had had such warts on his hands, and got rid of them by means of carbon dioxide snow. They did not recur in the same position.
Case of Vegetating Syphilide. By S. E. DORE, M.D. THE patient, a man, aged 47, had suffered from soft sores on the penis twenty years previously but had had no eruption on the skin, or other syphilitic manifestation, until six months ago, when the present eruption appeared. The lesions were first noticed on the back of the neck and were followed by others on the face a,nd scalp. With the exception of a small patch on the left elbow these were the only parts of the body affected. The lesions consisted of numerous protuberant fungating and ulcerating crusted lesions scattered irregularly over the scalp and hairy parts of the face, with a preponderance on the eyebrows, upper lip, and the sides of the chin, where the heaped-up crusts were very prominent. On the scalp some of the ulcers had left deep scars. The Wassermann reaction was negative, but as the patient had been taking Donovan's solution the blood was examined again a month later after all drugs had been stopped. The result on the
